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ASSOCIATION  OF  TEACHERS  IN  TECHNICAL  I] 

SANDWICH  COUR 

A  memorandum  on  Ministry  ofTSari> 
Circular  6/63 

i.  Introduction 

The  Minister  of  Education  in  1961  requested  the  National  Advisory  Council 
on  Education  for  Industry  and  Commerce  (N.A.C.E.I.C.)  to  'examine  the 
organisation  of  sandwich  courses  with  a  view  to  using  college  staff,  equipment 
and  accommodation,  and  industrial  training  facilities  to  the  best  advantage' 
and  in  particular  to  consider  end-on  arrangements.'  In  April  1963,  the  Minister 
issued  the  Report  of  a  special  Sub-Committee  of  the  N.  A.C.E.I.C.  together  with 
Circular  6/63. 

2.  Association  Evidence 

^  The  Association  submitted  written  evidence  (attached  as  an  Appendix  to  this 
..lemorandum)  which  was  generally  opposed  to  '  end-on  '  courses  on  the  grounds 
that  the  introduction  of  these  courses  was  likely  to  be  detrimental  to  the  education 
cf  the  students  and  the  conditions  of  work  of  teachers.  Further,  the  Association's 
representatives  in  oral  evidence  attached  particular  stress  to  their  hope  that  the 
N  A.C.E.I.C.  Sub-Committee  would  not  make  recommendations  which  would 
reduce  the  flexibility  now  prevailing,  allowing  colleges  to  seek  the  best  form  of 
organisation  for  sandwich  courses. 

3.  Comments  on  the  Circular  and  Report 

The  Association  is  glad  to  see  that  prominence  and  importance  is  given  in  the 
report  of  the  Sub-Committee  to  the  views  which  we  expressed.  We  note  that 
the  Sub-Committee  found  no  evidence  of  great  demand  for  end-on  courses,  nor 
evidence  that  the  development  of  end-on  courses  would  necessarily  bring  a 
substantial  improvement  in  the  provision  of  industrial  training. 

Further,  we  note  the  limited  and  conditional  recommendations  of  the  Sub- 
Committee  for  the  introduction  of  more  end-on  courses.  In  particular  we 
would  draw  attention  to  paragraph  10(f)  of  the  N.A.C.E.I.C.  Report: 

'  (/)  As  no  single  pattern  of  courses  has  shown  itself  to  be  best  for  all  technologies 
m  all  circumstances,  it  is  important  that  colleges  should  be  free  to  devise  and 
experiment  with  new  patterns.  There  is  a  danger  that  the  widespread  introduction 
of  end-on  courses  would  reduce  the  degree  of  flexibility  necessary  for  this.'' 

The  Sub-Committee  limited  its  encouragement  of  end-on  courses,  in 
paragraph  10(g)   to  cases   where: 

'(i)  they  are  justified  by  the  anticipated  student  enrolments;  (ii)  minimum 
conditions  for  the  economic  deployment  of  staff  exist;  and  (iii)  the  detailed  proposals 
regarding  the  courses,  e.g.,  those  concerning  their  length,  have  been  agreed  with 
industry.' 

In  the  Association's  view,  it  would  be  unjustifiable  to  introduce  end-on  courses 
where  these  conditions,  and  the  proviso  of  paragraph  10(f),  are  not  satisfied. 
Additionally  we  would  not  be  willing  for  these  courses  to  be  started  unless  there 
was  a  firm  guarantee  that  conditions  of  work  for  staff  and  students  were  in  no 
way  worsened. 

We  regret  that  Circular  6/63  appears  to  give  more  support  to  the  extension  of 
end-on  courses  than  does  the  Sub-Committee's  report— notably  by  omitting  from 
the  Circular  some  of  the  important  conditions  and  reservations  made  in  the 
report.  As  an  example,  there  is  no  mention  of  this  important  part  of  paragraph  63 
of  the  Report: 

'  .  .  .  But  the  end-on  arrangement  inevitably  reduces  the  degree  of  flexibility 
available  to  a  college  for  devising  and  experimenting  with  new  patterns,  and  it  would 
in  our  view  be  undesirable  that  any  college  should,  at  any  rate  for  the  time  being, 
adopt  the  arrangement  for  such  a  high  proportion  of  its  sandwich  work  that  it 
removed  its  freedom  to  experiment  with  other  sandwich  patterns  and  to  benefit 
from  a  study  of  the  results  achieved  by  such  experiments' 

Further,  Circular  6/63  makes  no  reference  to  the  important  finding  in  paragraph 
35  of  the  Report: 
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